Conserving Colorado's Natural Resources and the
Nation’s Security

The short-grass prairie is a unique ecosystem
described as a desert by early settlers due to its
low vegetation and semi-arid climate. It stretches
along the western edge of the grassands where
the Great Plains meet the Rocky Mountains.
Wetlands, pinon pine, sand sage, prairie and playa
lake (shallow depressionsin soil that fill with
water during rainstorms) habitats characterize the
short grass prairie region. Thisis an area where
prairie dogs, pronghorn antelope, and mountain
plovers live free in an ecologically interdependent
relationship.

L essthan 50% of
Colorado’'sshort-grass ——
prairieexiststoday and TSR
much of it isthreatened jiaieraty
by suburban sprawl. '

Due to the harsh winters and dry climate, this
ecosystem has remained less modified by human
intervention than the original mixed or tall-grass
prairies. Unfortunately, as human population
increases, along with the desire for a better view
and afew acres, this irreplaceable ecosystem is
now threatened. The vast expanses of land,
characteristic of the “wild west” is giving way to
housing devel opments and trailer parks.
Therefore the same natural beauty that draws
people to the area is being sacrificed.
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Suburban spraw! also affects the ability
of the military to train effectively. As
habitat decreases, species find refuge in
other open spaces such as military
installations. Thisisthe case at Fort
Carson in Colorado. Fort Carson,

including the Pifion
Canyon Maneuver Site, Fammr. 0
covers 372,000 acres and \K;
hosts essential training . L)
operations. In addition,
this installation provides
habitat for listed species
and offers fishing and
hunting opportunities.

L ocated adjacent to the eastern side of the
Rocky Mountains and south of Colorado

= Springs, Fort Carson hosts avaluable
## “view shed” that is now drawing

residential development along its borders.
The increase in wildlife seeking refuge on
Fort Carson, as aresult of development
outside of its borders, increases the
amount of time and money that must be
invested in natural resource management.
The Installation has habitat suitable for the
federally listed Mexican spotted owl,
mountain plover, greenback cutthroat
trout, and the black-tailed prairie dog.
Additionally, the Installation must expend
resources to address complaints from new
neighbors concerning dust and noise from
training activities.

L L PTEEEE T e e e - iy T e U T S - s T PR



Solution

Over 70% of the great plainsisprivately
owned. Thereforeisisessential that
private landownersand othersconcerned
with protecting Colorado’s natural

resour ces and the military mission work P
cooper atively towar ds a solution. artnas
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The Fort Carson Regional Partnership has been
working to provide solutions to the conservation
of natural resources and the military mission.

The US Army is committed to
Jtraining soldiers in realistic environments
” to prepare effectively for battle. Fort

The major tool being used is a partnership with Carson is home to the 7nth Infantry

The Nature Conservancy to purchase Division, 34 BCT, 3@ ACR 434 Support
conservation easements and leases from willing Group,thel0th Special Forces, U.S. Army
sellers adjacent to the Installation. The recent Reserve and National Guard components.
success was the lease of alarge ranch adjacent to The purchase of development rights can
fourteen linear miles of Carson’s southern provide a buffer for ranges and firing
border. The partnership has athree year lease to points, enabling the Installation to

the development rights of the land. The continue training without complaints of
partnership will purchase a conservation noise, dust or other encroachment issues.

easement on the land, for an already agreed upon .
price, when funds become available. Through 3, TheNature Conservancy’s
this partnership the objectives of the US Army, “tismana. (TNC) major objective of protecting

The Nature Conservancy, and the private land diverse and natural communities
owner are being met. The landowner is able to through the acquisition of land is being
maintain away of life that may have otherwise met through this partnership. TNC
been extinguished while conserving natural officialy purchases the |ease/easement
resources and buffering Fort Carson from from the private landowner with Army,
encroachment. state, and TNC funds. Therefore, TNC

is able to acquire conservation rights
that may have been beyond the financia
limits of a non-profit agency without
additional Army funds.

The US Fish and Wildlife Service

(USFW S) works with others to
conserve wildlife for the benefit of the
American public including the protection
of endangered species and hunting and
fishing rights. Easement lands will
provide protection of endangered species
and the ecosystem on which they rely.
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