
The Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) 
program creates land conservation partnerships 
between the Army and outside organizations 

to protect land from development that is incompatible 
with the military mission.

Installation Background

Camp Blanding is a 73,000 acre military installation 
located in north-central Florida. Designated as the 
primary training area for the Florida Army National 
Guard, Camp Blanding is active year round to meet 
the training requirements of tens of thousands of 
National Guardsman. The 159th Weather Readiness 
Training Center and Weather Flight Schools are 
located at Camp Blanding prepared to station and 

train Air National Guard members as well as active duty 
airmen in their career field of weather predictions. Also 
housed on the installation is the 202nd Red Horse Civil 
Engineering Squadron (RHS), providing a rapidly deployable, 
highly trained force prepared to complete damage repairs to 
runways, facilities, and utilities of the Air Force world-wide. 
 
Once located in a very remote area of Fla., Camp Blanding is 
now halfway between the rapidly growing communities of 
Jacksonville and Gainesville. An increase in incompatible 
development has become widespread in the vicinity of the 
installation. Camp Blanding has altered on-post training 
events in order to alleviate community complaints of training-
related dust, smoke, and noise. This includes the enactment 
of no-fly areas and the limiting of artillery firing times and 
locations. The installation has been able to adjust the limits 
of the artillery impact area without significantly reducing the 
training value, although the installations ability to complete 
necessary training in the future will become increasingly 
difficult if the neighboring lands continue to practice 
incompatible land uses.  

In addition to training related complaints, the increase in 
development adjacent to the installation has had a detrimental 
effect on natural resources, contributing to a loss of vital 
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habitat for many local species. Due to the disruption 
of habitat off-post, Camp Blanding has become a 
refuge for at least 60 rare species. Several federally 
listed species can be found on the installation, a 
few of which include the Florida Scrub Jay, eastern 
indigo snake, Bald Eagle, Wood Stork, Chapman’s 
rhododendron, and the Red-cockaded Woodpecker. 
Additional restrictions on installation training may 
be imposed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service if 
training actions prove to negatively affect the well 
being of the endangered species seeking refuge on 
Camp Blanding.

Objective

80,000 acres within a three mile radius of Camp 
Blanding are being targeted for preservation 
through the implementation of an ACUB program. 
Conservation easements and titles are being 
purchased from willing landowners within the buffer 
area in order to protect the training activities at 
Camp Blanding from future restrictions due to 
neighboring complaints of dust, smoke, and noise. 
In addition, Florida’s natural resources and the 
remaining vital plant and animal habitat adjacent to 
the installation are being protected from incompatible 
development, subsequently relieving Camp Blanding 
from restrictions imposed in an effort to protect 
threatened and endangered species. 

Primary Partner:  
Florida Department of  
Environmental Protection

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(FLDEP) seeks to provide a high quality of life 
for Florida residents through the protection and 
enhancement of a healthy environment. FLDEP’s 
most recent conservation effort, The Florida Forever 
Program, embraces a wide variety of goals which 
include: restoration of damaged environmental 
systems, water resource development and supply, 
increased public access, public lands management 
and maintenance, and increased protection of land 
by acquisition and conservation easements. For 
more information on the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, visit http://www.dep.
state.fl.us/.
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For more information on ACUB accomplishments, 
funding and other stakeholders  

please view the ACUB website at  
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/acub00.html 


