For more information

U.S. Army Environmental Command
Public Affairs Office

410-436-2556, fax 410-436-1693
email: APGR-USAECPublicAffairsOffice@
conus.army.mil
http://aec.army.mil

SUCCESS STORY

AMP SHELBY ACUB

he Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) program

creates land conservation partnerships between the

Army and outside organizations to protect land from
development that is incompatible with the military mission.

INSTALLATION BACKGROUND

Camp Shelby is the largest state-owned and operated field
training site in the United States. The facility occupies
136,000 acres of land in southeastern Mississippi approxi-
mately 60 miles north of the Gulf Coast. The installation
provides administrative services, engineering, logistical,
training, and operational support to assigned, attached, and
transient or tenant units and joint forces activities for up to
and including a brigade-sized element. Armor and Artillery
Brigades from the states of Alabama, Mississippi, and
Tennessee train primarily at Camp Shelby.

In 2005, Hurricane Katrina devastated the state of Louisiana
and its surrounding areas. As a result, a large influx of dis-
placed coastal residents into Mississippi has drastically
increased the residential population state-wide. The three
county region in which Camp Shelby resides is not immune
to the population increase, and actually lacks zoning regu-
lations that would otherwise deter non-compatible land uses
in the area.

Camp Shelby has implemented numerous training restrictions
to minimize noise complaints from neighboring communities.
Several “no fly zones” for aircraft training as well as other
limitations on training have been employed. In addition, the
installation has taken measures to avoid negatively impacting
the population of the federally threatened gopher tortoise,
found on and around Camp Shelby. Actions to protect wet-
lands include dedicated wetland crossings and wetland buffer
markings in track maneuver areas. Continued incompatible
development on lands adjacent to Camp Shelby would further
challenge the installations ability to complete required
training activities.



OBJECTIVE

The Camp Shelby ACUB program sustains the
military mission by ensuring that the remaining open
lands surrounding the installation are protected
from development that could disrupt operational
readiness and lead to further limitations on training
activities. Four priority areas have been identified
adjacent to the Camp Shelby boundary. The areas
have been targeted for the implementation of the
ACUB program based on an analysis of a noise
contour study that was conducted as part of the
Operational Noise Management Plan, the possibility
to use portions of these areas as future wetland banks,
and the ability to provide adjacent habitat for federally
and sensitive species occurring at Camp Shelby.

PRIMARY PARTNER:
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY,
MississipPl CHAPTER

"The mission of The Nature Conservancy (TINC) is to
preserve the plants, animals and natural communities
that represent the diversity of life on Earth by pro-
tecting the lands and waters they need to survive.
The Mississippi Chapter of TNC is dedicated to
providing long-term compatible land use preservation
as well as sustainment of Camp Shelby and its
associated communities with natural resource value,
economic sustainability, and biodiversity. For more
information on the Mississippi Chapter of The
Nature Conservancy, visit http://www.nature.org/
wherewework/northamerica/states/mississippi/.

For more information on ACUB accomplishments,
funding and other stakeholders
please view the ACUB website at
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/acub00.html
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