U.S. Army Garrison, Hawaii Reserve Soldiers Clean-Up Path for
Earth Day

By Amanda M. Barbier

The annual Army Earth Day is usually acknowledged as a time to reflect on our deeds and achievements
with respect to the environment, and to renew and energize our efforts for the future. However, this year
Earth Day for the 9th Mission Support Command (MSC) was celebrated a little differently. On April 18th,
the Army Reserves 9th Mission MSC and several other organizations joined with the City and County of
Honolulu for the Pearl Harbor Bike Path Clean-Up. 9th MSC volunteers were responsible for one mile of
this bike path, a section usually covered with common trash items and in serious need of clean-up. This
was one of many clean-up opportunities coordinated by the City & County of Honolulu during April, or
Earth Month, to promote awareness of Hawaii's fragile ecosystem, while preventing unwanted debris from
polluting the environment that we all work, live, and play in.

Those who attended were definitely prepared for a day in the dirt,
and the soldiers were more than willing to assist. Supporting the
activity was BG Alexander Kozlov, Commanding General of the 9th
MSC, whose Environmental Policy states “(We) will strive to be a
leader in environmental stewardship as an integral part of our
mission.” To emphasize BG Kozlov's policy, 9th MSC volunteers
were actively engaged with cleaning the bike path and restoring its
unsightly appearance while extending the command’s
environmental vision to the community. Many of the passersby
expressed their gratitude for the clean-up effort and their support
for the cause.

9th MSC Soldier working to fill his second
bag of trash

For all volunteers, secondary affects of the event were educational,

influential, and most of all inspiriational for future generations. The

most common response regarding the event was that everyone needs to be concerned about
sustainability and the ecological impact from the human foot-print. “I wanted to be a part of the
community, and represent the Army Reserves for a good cause,” said COL Stacey Yamada who was
present with his 8 year-old son Brian. “My son will inherit the earth that | leave him, and despite all of the
eco-friendly activities we do, this was a hands-on experience that (Brian) will hopefully carry on.”
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Following the event, all 9th MSC AY N
participants received gift packs
from the Army Reserve
Environmental Command and
the City and County of Honolulu
as a token of appreciation for
their efforts.

9th MSC Volunteers at the start of the
Pearl Harbor Bike Path Clean-Up, with

gloves and collection bags in hand.
Following the cleanup

A big Mahalo to all of the volunteers from the 9th MSC, and to all those who made it happen!



