


Elmale i more than just one or
Twe rainy doy<s. Climate descrbes
the wenther condriions that

are expected ina regionat a
particular time of year.

Tue
WeNker describes the conditions outside

right now in a speafic pace. For exnmple, f
youl see That s roining outside right now,
that's a way To desoribe Todoy's weather.
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Is it usually rainy or usually dry? Is i typroally hot or ’qrprmllf cold? A reqion’s
clmaie is defermined by observing i1s wenther over a period of many yeors—
generally 30 yenrs or more.

One or two weeks of rony weather wouldn't change the foct that San Amlornuo
typically has a dry hot summer and short cool winder. Even though it meght be
raimy m June, we shill expect San Amonio summers 1o be dry becouse that's
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ElmEaie CRARRE describes a change in the typical weather for

a region — such as high and low femperatures and amount of
rainfall — over a long period of time. Scientists have observed
that, overall, Earth is warming. In fact, many of The warmest
years on record have happened in The past 20 years. This rise in
global Yfemperature is sometimes called global warming.
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gases in mr slmosphers. One: type of greenhouse: gos, corbon dimaile. hos reached a leved in oure

that the Eorth ha=r't seen for more than S0.00X) year=l Plants, sails, aml the pesan
con ahsorh carhan dioodde. birt they con't Keep up with all the extre gresnhouse qoses Hhat we: o
baen releasing And some gresnhouse gases sty in the atmoespher= for a long toee, from heudreds
o even thousnds of year=_ All Hese qoews ore making things hotter than neheml

Imnrgine a qresrhose mods of gloss ised to grow plants, like flowers ordd wegetohies
The gresnhause erps the plants insids warm sven when it's cold outside beemse i trops heat £ rom
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the atmosphers, same: of it is ahsarhed by the Borth's surfocs to heat it but some heat is olso
trapped in o atmosphere by cofon gases. Thess heot-tropping goses are cadled gresnhooss goses,
ond Hheey act e o blanket. keeping the eorth worm. This gresnhouse effect is o natural process
that makes tHhe plonet comfortable to e
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Much of our electricity and heat are powered by coal. oil and gos. Use less energy
by lowering your heating and cooling. switching o LED light bullos and energy-
eHicient electric opplionces. washing yoor laundry with cold water. or hanging
thing= to dry inctead of using a dryer.
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Walk, hike or take pahEC IrARSRIrEETIBN. Welking or riding a bike instead of
driving will meduce greenhouse gas emissions — and help yoor health ond fiitness. For
longer distances, consider toking a train or bus. And corpool whensver poxsible

ot s o Y
Cansiier Iravelims IBSS. Airploncs burn lorge omounts of fassil fuels. producing
zignificart greenhouse gos emiccions. That makex taking fewer flights one of the
fastest ways fo reduce yoor enviranmertal impoct. When you con. meet virtualby
take o traoin, or skip that long-distance trip atogether.
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EXE are YeN el BE. Coting more veqetables. fruits. whole gruins. legumes.

nuts, and seeds. Producing plant-based foods generally results in fewer greenhouse

gas emissions and requires less energy. land. and water,
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Throw 2way less fedll. when you thraw food oway. you're alen wasiing the

resources and energy that were used to grow. produce. package. and tronsport it.
And when food rots in a landfill. it produces methane. a powerful greenhouse gos.

Lize what yvou buy and compost any leftovers.
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1. sun 5. weather 9. solar
2_water 6. climate 10. energy
3. plants 7. forest 11. recycle
4. nature 8. oceans 12. conserve
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13. atmosphere
14. greenhouse
15. environment

Courtesy of U.S. Army Environmental Command

. https://aec.army.mil




