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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This project was undertaken to support the U.S. Army Environmental Center (USAEC) in
developing a nationwide historic context for the U.S. Army’s Unaccompanied Personnel Housing
(UPH) for the Cold War period (1946-1989). R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates, Inc. completed
this investigation on behalf of the U.S. Army Medical Research Acquisition Activity (USAMRAA)
for USAEC.

The objective of the historic context is to provide a framework for the evaluation and
treatment of the U.S. Army’s Unaccompanied Personnel Housing applying the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60 [a-d]). It is anticipated that the historic context will support
cultural resource managers in the identification, evaluation, and treatment of historic properties
pursuant to Sections 106 and 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), as
amended, and in accordance with Army Regulation 200-4.

The U.S. Army faced an unprecedented bachelor housing shortage in the years following
World War II. This housing shortage strained Army morale and impacted personnel retention rates.
The Army sought to solve its housing shortage through the construction of standardized buildings.
These buildings were developed within congressional cost restrictions and in accordance with
Department of Defense housing standards.

The U.S. Army Integrated Facilities System Database identifies examples of Cold War era
Unaccompanied Personnel Housing at 145 Army installations. Unaccompanied Personnel Housing
includes three principal property types: enlisted barracks, Bachelor Officers Quarters, and transient
quarters. Enlisted barracks and Bachelor Officers Quarters represent property types associated with
the Army since colonial times. Three types of construction represent these categories of housing:
permanent, semi-permanent, and temporary. The oldest Cold War era examples were constructed in
the early 1950s as part of the military expansion related to the Korean War. These facilities also
provided housing to support the large peacetime Army necessitated by the Cold War era. Transient
quarters were a new permanent property type introduced in 1970.

This report documents the evolution of Unaccompanied Personnel Housing with particular
emphasis on the Cold War era. Archival research and field investigation were combined to identify
the architectural designs developed for this class of housing as well as to document the pattern of
change to these designs. The designs for enlisted barracks and Bachelor Officers Quarters evolved
during the Cold War era to reflect the Army’s concern for the quality of life for military personnel.
During this time, the designs for enlisted barracks underwent the most dramatic change. In these
barracks, the large, open squad rooms used as historically dormitories gradually were eliminated and
replaced by residential suites affording greater individual privacy. The design of Bachelor Officers
Quarters (BOQs) also were modified to enhance personnel quality of life. Kitchenettes were
introduced into BOQ designs during the Cold War period. The majority of transient quarters are
constructed as Bachelor Officers Quarters. Buildings specifically designed to serve as transient
quarters include guest houses and inns. Both building types are similar to contemporary motel design.

The project objective was accomplished through a program of archival research, site research,
and data analysis. The results of the investigation are presented in the following technical report,
which is designed as a reference tool for cultural resources managers. The report contains the
following:
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)| Chapter 2, Introduction and Methods, details the project objectives and
methods.

1 Chapter 3, Historical Overview, identifies the significant events and trends
in the Army’s UPH.

1 Chapter 4, Property Types, identifies, defines, and illustrates UPH related to

three major classifications: Barracks, Bachelor Officers Quarters (BOQs),
and Transient Quarters. Dining facilities are discussed with their related

property type.

1 Chapter 5, Application of the Historic Context, presents an approach to
identification, evaluation, and treatment of UPH resources.

)| The technical report is supported by the following appendices:
1 Appendix A, List of Army installations containing enlisted barracks;
1 Appendix B, Results of the installation site visits; and,
1 Appendix C, Resumes of project personnel.
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2.0 INTRODUCTION AND METHODS

2.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND

This study was undertaken to support the U.S. Army Environmental Center (USAEC) in the
development of a nationwide historic context for the U.S. Army’s Unaccompanied Personnel Housing
(UPH) for the Cold War period (1946-1989). It is anticipated that the results of this investigation will
assist in the identification, evaluation, and treatment of historic resources associated with UPH pursuant
to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), as amended, and in accordance with Army
Regulation 200-4. R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates, Inc. (RCG&A), completed this investigation
for the U.S. Army Medical Research Acquisition Activity (USAMRAA) under Contract Number
DAMD17-01-2-0016 Task Order 06, on behalf of USAEC.

The U.S. Army Integrated Facilities System (IFS) Database identifies UPH facilities at 145
installations located throughout the continental United States (Appendix A). The majority of these
installations are located near the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific coasts; the largest concentration of UPH
facilities is found in the southeastern states.

The inventory of U.S. Army UPH facilities include buildings and structures that support two
principal uses: housing and food services. The oldest Cold War era examples of UPH buildings were
constructed in the early 1950s as part of the military expansion related to the Korean War. These
facilities also provided housing to support the large peacetime Army necessitated by the Cold War era.

2.1.1 Project Objectives
Several objectives were identified for the current investigation. These are:

)| To develop a comprehensive historic context that provides background data
on the organizational history, doctrines, and policies that influenced the
development and evolution of U.S. Army UPH;

)| To synthesize and analyze data on the history and evolution of U.S. Army
UPH-related facilities between 1946 and 1989 to extrapolate property types
associated with the historic context;

1 To develop a standardized methodology for the identification and evaluation
of the U.S. Army UPH developed between 1946 and 1989; and,

1 To develop approaches useful to cultural resources managers for the
identification, evaluation, registration, and treatment of properties associated
with U.S. Army Unaccompanied Personnel Housing-related facilities under
their stewardship.
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2.1.2 Historic Context Approach

USAEC identified the need for the holistic study and analysis of real property related to U.S.
Army UPH to support the identification and evaluation historic properties applying the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60 [a-d]). A nationwide historic context for this class of resource was
developed to meet USAEC objectives.

The concept of a historic context was refined for use in cultural resource management by the
National Register of Historic Places. A historic context is an organizational framework that groups
information about related properties based on theme(s), geographic area, and chronological period(s).
The historic context provides the framework for decisions about the comparative significance of resources
applying the Criteria for Evaluation of the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60 [a-d]). The
elements of the historic context for U.S. Army UPH are as follows:

Geographic Area: Continental United States
Theme: Military Housing
Sub-themes: Enlisted Housing

Bachelor Officer Housing
Transient Housing
Time Period: 1946-1989

The historical themes related to U.S. Army UPH were explored for earlier time periods in the
Nationwide Historic Context for Department of Defense Installations: 1790-1940 (Cannan et al. 1995).
The nationwide installations historic context established a framework for examining the complex
historical and architectural relationships among Department of Defense construction on a nationwide
basis. Housing is one property type developed under the nationwide installations historic context, along
with such resource types as Administration Buildings; Educational Facilities; and Medical Facilities
(Cannan et al. 1995).

The geographic limit of the current study on Army UPH is the continental United States. The
design and construction of U.S. Army bachelor housing-related facilities were generally undertaken on a
nationwide basis. It also is anticipated that similar Army facilities are located on current or former U.S.
Army installations located outside the continental United States.

2.2 METHODS

The project objectives were accomplished through a program of archival research, site
investigation at six U.S. Army installations, and data analysis. All work was completed in accordance
with the project scope of work, the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archeology
and Historic Preservation, and guidance developed by the National Register program. All senior level
project staff meet or exceed the Secretary of Interior’s qualifications in the disciplines of history,
architectural history, and/or historic preservation (36 CFR Part 61). Junior staff personnel worked under
the direct supervision of senior project personnel.

2.2.1 Archival Research

In-depth archival research of primary and secondary sources was undertaken on the
organizational history, doctrines, and policies that influenced the design and development of U.S. Army
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UPH during the Cold War era (1946-1989). Data were collected to identify significant events and
policies that influenced site plans, building design, and spatial arrangement of U.S. Army UPH facilities.
Archival research also was directed to compile data on the evolution and modification of these property
types over time. Research data was analyzed to identify property types and their character-defining
features. These features are important in assessing resource integrity when applying the Criteria for
Evaluation of the National Register of Historic Places.

Archival research was undertaken at the following repositories:

National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.;
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.;

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Library, Fort Belvoir, Virginia;

U.S. Army Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania; and,
U.S. Army War College Library, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania.

= = —a —a _—a

In addition, the collections at the National Register of Historic Places and the Historic American
Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record were reviewed for data on Army UPH-related
facilities.

Surviving records related to U.S. Army UPH during the Cold War period are decentralized and
unindexed. Documents, including architectural plans, contracts, and completion reports frequently were
not retained under the current Army records retention schedules. The largest collections of public records
open to researchers are housed at the National Archives and Records Administration, the Library of
Congress, the U.S. Army Center of Military History in Washington D.C. and the U.S. Army Military
Institute at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania (Raines 1996:315). All of these repositories had a dearth of
materials related to military construction of Unaccompanied Personnel Housing. Source material may
survive in the collection of the Pentagon Library; this archive is closed to researchers.

Numerous record groups were searched in the National Archives: RG 330 (Secretary of Defense),
RG 335 (Secretary of the Army), RG 319 (Army Headquarters Staff), and RG 77 (Army Corps of
Engineers). The quantity, quality, and time period of the records varies within each record group. Army
policies and records generally dating prior to 1965 are contained in RG 77, RG 319, and RG 335; data
prior to 1955 id found in RG 330. Selected references to Army UPH construction were found in RG 77.
These records were limited to copies of Military Construction Program Item Justification Books, which
were prepared by the Army for Congressional Appropriation Committees. Justification books survive for
fiscal years 1953-1955, 1960-1965, 1968, and 1971-1972. The books included the number of buildings
authorized at each installation and very brief descriptions of the buildings.

Information found in the Military Construction Program Item Justification Books was included in
the printed summaries of the Military Construction Appropriation hearings after 1982. The numbers of
each property type authorized are recorded; no data are included on building types. Copies of these
hearings are available at the Library of Congress. Occasional discussions and reports inserted into the
proceedings provided the best source for insights on the development of new UPH designs.

The Library of Congress has an extensive collection of engineering, military, and architectural
journals. Numerous articles on barracks built by the Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard appear in these
periodicals; few articles on Army barracks were published. Journals, such as The Quartermaster Review
and The Military Engineer, historically published articles on Army housing. Articles on topics related to
Army UPH cease after World War II. Articles found within the 4ir Force Times and the Army Navy Air
Force Journal for the period provided insights into UPH policy.
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Data searches in the U.S. Army Housing Division's offices at the Humphrey's Engineering Center
in Alexandria, Virginia; the Military Family Institute, Marywood University, Pennsylvania; and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Directorate of Military Programs, Programs Management Division did not
uncover substantial source material on Army UPH. The files of the National Register and the Historic
American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record currently do not contain
documentation related to U.S. Army UPH facilities from the Cold War era. Limited archival data was
identified at major repositories for some property and building types. Real property records maintained at
the installations selected for site investigations were reviewed thoroughly for data related to Army UPH.
This data included architectural drawings and related construction documents.

2.2.2 Field Investigation

Site visits to six U.S. Army installations containing UPH facilities were completed during
August, September, and October 2002. The purpose of these visits was to collect data to augment and
ground-truth archival research. In addition, installations were examined to identify and to illustrate UPH-
related property types based on extant real property in the U.S. Army inventory. Summary reports for the
six installations selected as case studies appear in Appendix B to this report. These case studies include a
summary installation history, interview data from cultural resource managers, and a review of extant real
property related to UPH. The six case studies, which were selected in coordination with USAEC, were:

Ft. Benning, Georgia (TRADOC);

Ft. Bliss, Texas (TRADOC);

Ft. Bragg, North Carolina (FORSCOM);
Ft. Hood, Texas (FORSCOM);

Ft. Knox, Kentucky (TRADOC); and,
Ft. Polk, Louisiana (FORSCOM).

= = —a _—_a _a _a

Installations were selected following preliminary review of installation maps and real property
databases of UPH property types constructed from 1946-1989. The installations were selected for the
number and type of extant UPH facilities in the current real property inventories. Examples of barracks,
dining facilities, Bachelor Officers Quarters, and transient quarters were included in these property types.
Geographically disparate installations were selected to provide data on regional differences. Mr. David
Phillips, Avila Government Services, also was consulted for his insights on representative installations
gained through the ongoing Barracks Upgrade Program. As part of the program, Mr. Phillips visited a
majority of the U.S. Army’s installations inspecting barracks. He suggested installations with the widest
range of UPH facilities. The site visits focused on FORSCOM and TRADOC installations since these
installations have the largest number and variety of UPH facilities. In particular, Fort Bliss was selected
for the number of mobilization UPH facilities and Fort Polk was selected for its concentration of 1970s
and 1980s related UPH facilities. The other installations were selected to represent a large variety of
resources and to document regional variations. A detailed architectural analysis of the design, materials,
construction, and modification of over 700 examples of Army UPH was completed by architectural
historians to offset the modicum of surviving records associated with this topic of the recent past.

The following information was collected at each of the six installations:

1 summary history of the installation;

1 documentation of the construction dates, original uses, and subsequent alterations
to UPH property types;

1 photographs illustrating extant UPH-related property types; and,

i status of cultural resources investigations and evaluations of UPH facilities.
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Research was undertaken at installation real property offices, engineering offices, cultural resources
management offices, installation libraries, and museums. Previous cultural resources survey and
evaluation studies were also reviewed.

23 DATA SYNTHESIS AND REPORT ORGANIZATION

Archival research and site data were correlated, analyzed, and synthesized into this report. The
historical record was augmented with data extrapolated from an examination of extant examples of UPH
property types. Both data sets were scrutinized to identify the qualities of integrity necessary for UPH for
National Register consideration.

The results of the investigation are presented in the following technical report, which is designed
as a reference tool for cultural resources managers. The report is organized into the following chapters:
Executive Summary, Introduction and Methods, Historical Overview, Property Types, and Application of
the Historic Context to Historic Resources. Appendix A contains a list of Army installations that contain
enlisted barracks. Summary reports for the six installations selected for site visits are contained in
Appendix B. The resumes of key project personnel are contained in Appendix C.
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3.0 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL HOUSING
(UPH)

The following discussion presents a historical overview of Army Unaccompanied Personnel
Housing (UPH) organized by major periods of development. These periods are Early Army Housing:
1776-1945 and UPH During the Cold War Era: 1946-1989. Each section addresses the following:

1 Events and general trends important to the development of UPH; and,
1 Factors that influenced UPH site selection, design, and construction.

The narrative on Early Army Housing provides a brief overview of the development of UPH
from 1776 through World War 1. The Cold War era discussion summarizes the events that effected
the development of the Army in the post World War Il period through 1989. The section further
focuses on the policies and development of UPH during the Cold War period.

3.1 EARLY ARMY HOUSING: 1776-1945

The military historically constructed barracks to house unmarried enlisted personnel.
Barracks are found on all installations with resident enlisted personnel. The type of barracks varied
depending on the post designation as a permanent or temporary facility, the numbers of enlisted men
requiring housing, and the time period.

3.1.1 Permanent Army Barracks

Prior to the Civil War, the Army constructed few permanent barracks due to the small size of the
Army. Barracks were constructed only at permanent installations and generally were small in size due to
the few numbers of soldiers housed at each installation. In general, barracks were constructed at selected
coastal fortifications, at the United States Military Academy at West Point, and at a few interior
permanent installations, such as Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania; Jefferson Barracks, Missouri; and Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas. The troops stationed at the masonry coastal forts were housed in the damp, stone
casemates of the fortifications, thus eliminating the need for separate barracks buildings. Pre-Civil War
barracks buildings were generally narrow, rectangular, two-story, unornamented masonry buildings with
verandas along the front elevations. Often, similar buildings were constructed to house unmarried
officers and officers unaccompanied by their families.

Construction duties historically were divided between two departments. Traditionally, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers undertook all construction at coastal fortifications, including buildings
associated with permanent masonry forts. The Quartermaster Corps was charged with procuring Army
supplies. Quartermaster duties evolved to include securing tents for field armies and to the construction
of quarters at temporary interior posts. As the posts became permanent installations during the
nineteenth century, the Quartermaster Corps continued to provide construction services, including the
preparation of plans and contracts, and overseeing post construction. The Quartermaster Corps oversaw
all Army construction until that responsibility was transferred to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in
December 1941 (Fine and Remington 1989).

Most early-nineteenth century Army posts were temporary frontier garrisons. In temporary
garrisons, barracks were constructed by troop labor using the materials at hand. These buildings were
designed to provide protection to troops from weather conditions. The Army's mid nineteenth-century
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policy of establishing and abandoning western posts as needed limited the construction of permanent
barracks. In 1860, a force of less than 13,000 men were assigned to 183 companies scattered among 79
frontier posts and to 15 companies that manned coastal fortifications, arsenals, and posts along the
Canadian border (Ganoe 1964). The overall size of these early garrisons rarely rose above two
companies (Platoff 1939). The typical permanent barracks housed one company of 125 men and
contained sleeping quarters, a kitchen, and a mess room. It usually was a one-story, narrow, rectangular
building with a porch.

In 1860, a barracks design was published in unofficial Army regulations (Figure 3.1). The
design was entitled “Soldier’s Quarters for One Company” and depicted a one-story, wood-frame
building that adopted an L-shaped footprint. The front section of the building housed two sleeping areas,
an office, and a storeroom. The rear wing contained a washing room, lavatory, and kitchen. The overall
design of the building was low-scale with a veranda along the front elevation. Five doorways also
punctuated the front elevation; the veranda served as a corridor (War Department 1861). The 1860
barracks design was unornamented and represented a functional building that was easily constructed and
could be adapted for other uses, such as an administration buildings or guardhouses.

During the late nineteenth century, the U.S. Army had the reputation for being the best fed, but
worst housed Army in the world (War Department, Surgeon General’s Office 1870). Although
personnel levels in 1866 were authorized at 54,302 troops, the effective personnel levels during the mid-
1870s were below 20,000 (Ganoe 1964). Efforts to improve living accommodations began after the
Civil War, but were limited by budgetary constraints. In 1872, Quartermaster General Montgomery C.
Meigs issued standardized plans for all the buildings typically required on an Army installation. Meigs’
proposed barracks design housed one company (Figure 3.2) (War Department Annual Report 1872).
The plan depicted a two-story building: the first floor contained a day room, a library, a laundry, a
kitchen, a mess room, and offices. The second floor contained sleeping quarters. The Meigs’ barracks
design featured a two-story veranda. Two doors occupied the center gable bay and provided access to
major rooms. The design included ornamental bargeboard along the eave line. Meigs' barracks plan
offered improved troop accommodations, as the Army tried to make quarters, reading rooms, and mess
rooms more attractive to soldiers (Risch 1962).

Traditionally, sleeping quarters in barracks were open rooms. Before 1870, men slept in
“military cribs,” a large wooden bunk that held two men on each level (Brown 1984). In 1870, single
iron beds became standard issue in barracks buildings. During the last three decades of the nineteenth
century, standard furnishings in barracks also included stoves, chairs, lockers, and lighting equipment
(Clary 1982, 1983; Brown 1984).

In 1883, the Army maintained 187 posts throughout the United States (War Department Annual
Report 1883). During the 1880s and 1890s, the Army moved to consolidate troops at larger, permanent
posts. The locations of the posts generally were influenced by the location of rail lines. By 1898, Army
personnel strength reached 27,822, comprising 25,706 enlisted men and 2,116 officers (Ganoe 1964).

The Army constructed new posts with greater attention to planning and to architectural design.
Barracks traditionally were located along one edge of the central parade ground, facing the officers’
quarters, which were located along the opposite side of the parade ground. This location allowed easy
access to training activities held on the parade ground and to duty stations. Because of their prominent
location, barracks were important elements in the installation plan and often were impressive buildings
that defined the architectural character of the installation as a whole (Figure 3.3). During this era, the
Army built larger, two-company barracks. Barracks typically featured a central block flanked by wings
with two-tiered porches. Porches served as corridors and provided ventilation. A second type of two-
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Figure 3.1 Proposed one-story barracks (War Department. Regulations Concerning Barracks and

Quarters for the Army of the United States, 1860. Washington, D.C.: George W. Bowman, 1861.)
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Figure 3.2 Proposed 1972 Quartermaster plan for barracks (From War Department. Annual Report of the

Quartermaster-General. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1872).
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Figure 3.3 1883 wood-frame barracks (Building 22208, Ft. Huachuca,
Arizona), above. 1893 multi-company barracks (Building 111, Ft. Bliss,
Texas), middle. 1891 barracks with simplified Queen Anne and Stick style
detailing (Building 58, Ft. McPherson, Georgia), below. (RCG&A)
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company barracks was created by connecting two T-shaped, one-company barracks to form an H-shaped
building.

Installations occupied by more than one branch of the Army often maintained their own barracks
buildings; separate barracks were designated for use by the cavalry, the artillery, or the infantry.
However, the design of all barracks was uniform.

Smaller barracks buildings also were constructed for specific purposes. During the late
nineteenth century, regimental posts often supported bands. A separate band barracks often was
constructed. The band barracks housed fewer numbers of men and included music practice rooms and
special storage rooms for musical instruments (Cannon et al. 1995).

During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the two-company barracks became the
typical barracks design. In a few instances, the Army experimented with larger barracks. Often the
Constructing Quartermaster developed the plan for larger barracks by incorporating the several one-
company barracks plans under one roof, with partitions separating the company quarters. For example,
the Army constructed multiple-company barracks at Ft. Crook, Nebraska, and at Ft. Sam Houston,
Texas. Ft. Monroe, Virginia, also had a barracks, since demolished, with a central block and long wings
that were divided into company units by interior partitions.

The Army applied architectural ornamentation to the basic barracks design, depending on the
style popular in the era. During the 1880s and 1890s, barracks incorporated simplified versions of
ornamentation derived from contemporary architectural styles, such as the Romanesque Revival and the
Queen Anne styles. Between 1900 and 1917, the Quartermaster Corps issued standardized plans for
barracks that incorporated Colonial Revival architectural motifs in basic barracks designs of the previous
century. In 1911, the Quartermaster Corps issued barracks plans using Spanish Colonial Revival motifs.
These were built at the Presidio of San Francisco, California; Ft. Sill, Oklahoma; and Ft. Missoula,
Montana (Figure 3.4).

After World War |, military spending slowed dramatically. Thousands of troops continued to
live in temporary World War | mobilization barracks (Figure 3.5), which were deteriorating rapidly. The
National Defense Act of 1920 redefined the organization of the U.S. Army. This organization comprised
the permanent Army, National Guard, Officers Reserve Corps, and Enlisted Reserve Corps. The law
established the geographic limits for nine Army corps within the continental United States. Each corps
area was to contain one active Army division, plus one Reserve and two National Guard divisions. The
Act further defined the combatant arms of the Army as the Corps of Infantry, Cavalry, Field Artillery,
Coast Avrtillery; the Air Service; the Corps of Engineers; and the U.S. Army Signal Corps. During
peacetime, the personnel numbers for the standing Army was raised from 175,000 to 280,000 enlisted
men and raised from 11,673 to 17,717 officers (Ganoe 1964:479; War Department Annual Report 1920).

The increased numbers of enlisted personnel led to a housing crisis during the early 1920s. The
Secretary of War repeatedly requested funds to address inadequate living conditions for officers and
enlisted men (War Department Annual Report 1926). In 1926, Public Law 45 authorized the War
Department to sell excess property and to use the proceeds to improve military posts. Public Law 45
was enacted primarily to improve living and medical conditions for enlisted personnel. The War
Department identified the construction of barracks as a priority.

The Construction Service of the Quartermaster Corps initiated comprehensive installation
planning under this act. Master plans and base architectural plans were prepared as part of this
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Figure 3.4 1910 Calvary barracks, Quartermaster standardized plan no. 75-M
(Building 236, F.E. Warren AFB [Formerly Ft. D.A. Russel], Wyoming), above.
1911 barracks designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style (Building 1607, Ft.
Sill, Oklahoma), below (RCG&A).
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Figure 3.5 Typical World War | mobilization barracks complex (Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland), above.
Interior of World War | mobilization barracks (Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland), below (RCG&A).
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initiative. Barracks were a major component within the master plans and were located in distinct enlisted
housing areas.

The Army began construction of new barracks in 1927. By 1931, new permanent barracks,
providing housing for 19,800 enlisted men, were added to the Army inventory. In 1932, barracks to
house 2,000 enlisted men were planned (The Quartermaster Review 1931). Although authorized Army
personnel was established at 280,000 enlisted men, the actual number of commissioned, warrant officers,
and enlisted personnel was 130,910 in 1930 (War Department Annual Report 1930). Funding to
construct new barracks continued throughout the 1930s under the Works Progress Administration
(WPA) and Public Works Administration (PWA). Construction authorized under the WPA for 1938
included funding for barracks to house 19,974 men (Thomas 1940). An estimated that 1,500 barracks
were constructed between 1880 and 1940 (Philips 2002).

Barracks generally followed Quartermaster Corps updated standardized plans, except in cases
where barracks size necessitated special designs for particular installations. Barracks built during the
1930s reflected two popular architectural styles: the Georgian Colonial Revival and the Spanish or
Mission Colonial Revival styles (Figure 3.6). At selected installations, barracks also were designed to
reflect regional architectural styles, such as the French Colonial used at Barksdale AFB, Louisiana. The
standard barracks design remained a two- or three-story, rectangular building with rear wings. Concrete
frame construction infilled with masonry was the primary structural system used in the construction of
the barracks. Front porches were eliminated from the barracks during this period. Architectural
ornamentation such as stone surrounds around doorways, corner quoins, and cornice moldings added
architectural interest to the facades of the buildings. Porches were incorporated onto the rear of the
buildings.

Large barracks were built during the late 1920s through 1940. Between 1928 and 1930, the
Army constructed its first regimental barracks, designed by the prominent architectural firm of McKim,
Mead, and White, at Governors Island, New York. This regimental barracks housed 375 enlisted
personnel. At Fort Benning, Georgia, five large barracks buildings were completed during 1934-1935 to
house 4,420 enlisted men (Robinson Fisher Associates 1987). These massive barracks at Fort Benning
were designed around a courtyard that currently serves as a parking lot.

By 1939, the Army designed barracks to house at least 250 men; although barracks
accommodating a battalion, or 500 men, were preferred. Smaller barracks continued to be constructed
for specific units, such as regimental bands or medical detachments. During 1938-1939, construction
costs for barracks decreased in indirect proportion to the number of occupants. A barracks housing
2,000 to 3,000 men cost approximately $800 per man, while a barracks housing one company of 125
men cost $1,500 per occupant. Construction costs reflected the greater efficiency in the use of space in
larger barracks. Areas of cost and space saving in large barracks were the dining facilities and service
areas. Smaller barracks contained a separate kitchen serving a smaller number of residents; the large
barracks incorporated dining space for large numbers in a cafeteria plan. The highly efficient and
hygienic kitchens installed in the 1930s barracks were a great improvement over the messes found in
older barracks. Service areas included company offices, barber and tailor shops, company storage areas,
and utilities. Combining these areas in large barracks also saved space and maximized construction
dollars (Platoff 1939).

The Army designed barracks to support specialized Army detachments. The Quartermaster
Department often was assigned a separate barracks to house personnel in the vicinity of the
Quartermaster warehouse area. Barracks for medical corps personnel often were located near hospitals.
Separate barracks were constructed to house participants in specialized training schools. The Army also
constructed barracks-type housing for civilian employees. The Army provided civilian housing on
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Figure 3.6 1931 Georgian Colonial Revival barracks (Building 40, Scott AFB,
Illinois), above. 1931 Spanish Colonial Revival barracks (Building 835, Maxwell
AFB, Alabama), below (RCG&A).
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isolated posts without local accommodations. Specialized barracks generally were constructed at large
posts, and typically were smaller than standard troop barracks. The building often followed the standardized
designs in use on the installation.

3.1.2 Associated Support Buildings

Historically, permanent barracks were supplemented by support buildings, specifically
latrine/bathhouses and mess halls.

3.1.2.1 Detached Lavatories/Bathhouses

Detached lavatories and bathhouses generally were located near the main barracks. During
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, detached lavatories, outhouses, and bathhouses were
common property types. Indoor plumbing eliminated the need for these buildings. Few examples of
these functional residential support buildings survive.

Army regulations issued in 1821 set minimum standards of personal cleanliness for the troops.
Personnel were required to maintain clean uniforms and to wash their faces and hands daily (Clary
1982). Despite these regulations, the Army did not fund the construction of latrines or bathhouses. The
Secretary of War routinely rejected plans for such facilities; troops were expected to provide for their
personal cleanliness (Risch 1962). After 1891, barracks were introduced with indoor bathrooms and
toilets.

Communal detached latrines and bathhouses became prevalent for barracks, particularly in the
West at such installations as Forts Huachuca, Bliss, and Riley, during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries (Figure 3.7). These buildings contained indoor plumbing for toilets and bathing
facilities. Support buildings were located behind the barracks, and often served the residents of two
barracks. On some western posts, permanent detached lavatories were not constructed until World War
I. By the 1930s, indoor bathrooms and toilets were included in all barracks designs.

3.1.2.2 Mess Halls

Mess halls housed kitchens and dining facilities for military personnel. Mess halls included a
dining room, kitchen, cook's room, dish pantry, and storerooms. Historically, the mess halls and
kitchens for enlisted men were contained in the barracks. In one-story barracks, the mess hall was
located in a rear wing. In two-story barracks, the mess hall was located on the first floor. Food was
distributed by company and each company ate together. On occasion, mess halls were built near
barracks complexes and often followed the standardized design used for the adjacent barracks.

As the Army consolidated troops onto larger, permanent posts during the 1880s and 1890s, the
Quartermaster Department experimented with plans for a single mess for all enlisted personnel. The
Army constructed its first consolidated mess at the recruiting depot at David's Island, New York, in 1888
(Risch 1962). Common mess halls were adopted at a number of larger posts by 1893, including: Ft.
Bliss, Ft. Brady, Davids Island, Jefferson Barracks, Ft. McPherson, Plattsburgh Barracks, Ft. Riley, Ft.
Sam Houston, Ft. Sheridan, and Ft. Thomas (Figure 3.8). In addition, consolidated messes were
established at Ft. Myer, Key West Barracks, Ft. Schuyler, Ft. Warren, and Willets Point (War
Department Annual Report 1893).
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Figure 3.7 1889 latrine (Building 225, Ft. Riley, Kansas), above. 1903 detached
lavatory (Building 22322, Ft. Huachuca, Arizona), below (RCG&A).
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Figure 3.8 1893 consolidated mess (Building 21, Ft. Bliss, Texas), above. 1931
cadet mess (Building 905, Randolph AFB, Texas), below (RCG&A).
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The Army generally abandoned consolidated messes after 1896 and returned to the practice of
incorporating kitchens and mess rooms for each company within barracks (Clary 1983). Consolidated
messes did not regain popularity during the 1930s era of Army construction. In general, permanent
barracks constructed during the 1930s contained their own kitchens and mess rooms.

3.1.3 Bachelor Officers Quarters (BOQs)

One building type classified as Unaccompanied Personnel Housing is the Bachelor Officers
Quarters (BOQs). The strict military hierarchy required separate quarters for officers and enlisted men.
During the early nineteenth century, many officers were either unmarried or lived without their families
on posts, due to harsh post conditions. Freestanding family housing was provided for the commander,
but not for most of the other officers. The early BOQs resembled small barracks, but contained private
quarters for each officer. Examples of this type of housing survive at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania,
and Ft. Monroe, Virginia. The Carlisle Barracks BOQ, built during the 1830s and rebuilt after the Civil
War, is a two-story stone building with a two-story veranda that served as an exterior corridor with
entries into each room. At Ft. Monroe, two sets of quarters known as the "Tuilleries,” built in 1823,
originally housed eight officers; each of